
10/15/2019

Medicare and Social Security:
Challenges & Opportunities for

Older Americans

Jeanne Cameron
Executive Director

IL Alliance for Retired Americans

i—Retired
Americans*

Man Faces of Social Securit
63 Million Beneficiaries

46.5 million receive retiree benefits
5.9 million survivors benefits
10.1 million receive disability benefits
3 million beneficiaries are children

Average Social Security Benefits
Retired worker $1,461; Retired couple
$2,448
Disabled Worker $1,234
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OPPORTUNITY

H.R. 1540 POWR Act
•  The Protecting Our Widows and Widowers in Retirement

(POWR) Act, H.R. 1540, introduced by Representative Linda
Sanchez, D-CA, ensures a widow or widower will continue to receive
up to 75% of the combined household benefits after the loss of a
spouse.

•  This is particularly important to women who generally suffer greater
financially after the loss of a loved one.
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OPPORTUNITY

Social Security Fairness Act

The Social Security Fairness Act, S. 521 and H.R. 141, introduced
by Senator Sherrod Brown (D-OH) and Representative Rodney
Davis (R-IL) repeals the government pension offset (GPO) and the
windfall elimination provision (WEP), which claws workers' and their
spouses' Social Security benefits, if they worked for a period of time
in jobs not covered by Social Security.
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